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Leeds Combined Arts Summer Newsletter 2017 
A Quick Note from the Committee 

 

Welcome to the ‘LCA Summer Newsletter’ containing all the events over June, July and into 
the beginning of August.  Our main focus over June is of course the ‘Headingley Music 
Festival’ which runs from the 8th to 17th June  this year, and includes a wide variety of acts, 
bands, films, and classes, not forgetting our usual Music Quiz this year run by Emma Sutton 
our Theatre Visits Assistant.  There is a chance to win 3 prizes, so come along and ‘Guess 
that Tune’ and be in with a chance to win!.  Our own gig will be on Wednesday 14th June 
when we will be presenting ‘Nightbird Trio’ at HEART 8.00 p.m.  Also we would like to 
mention the Leeds YHA Ceilidh which takes place on Saturday 24th June from 7.30 p.m. at 
the Immaculate HEART of Mary Church on Harrogate Road.  Tickets which are £8 in advance 
or £9 on the door are now available and you can contact Paula for more details on 01132 
660818, or see any member of the committee on Leeds YHA Walks.  The nominated charity 
for this year is Mountain Rescue.   
 
 

Disclaimer: Leeds Combined Arts reserves the right to alter, cancel or amend an event 
when circumstances arise beyond their control.  However if an event has to be cancelled 
or changed this will always be advertised on the web-site.  Participation in any event 
included in this Newsletter is undertaken at the individual’s own risk. 
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Poetry Evenings June - July 2017 
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Wednesday 21st June 7.30 p.m. Poetry Evening with Howard Benn & Guests. HEART, 
Bennett Road, Headingley LS6 3HN. 
This month’s poetry evening will be hosted by Howard Benn and guests Alicia Fernandez, 
Gill Lambert, Mark Connors, Joe Williams who are all regular performers of poetry at the 
Chemic pub, where Mark and Gill run Word Club poetry and open mic events. All have 
appeared at regional events (such as Headingley, and Ilkley Litfests, the Bronte Parsonage, 
etc.) and contributed to various anthologies. Mark recently had his first collection of poetry, 
'Nothing is Meant to be Broken' published. Both Alicia and Joe will be releasing pamphlets 
of poetry later in the year. There is no particular theme for this evening. Entrance 
£3.50/£3.00 including refreshments. 
 
Tuesday 4th July 7.30 p.m. ‘York Spoken Word Evening’ the Exhibition Hotel, York. 
We once again return to the popular ‘Spoken Word Evening’ at the Exhibition Hotel, 
Bootham, York. Free Buffet and all welcome to read on any topic throughout the evening. 
 
Wednesday 19th July 7.30 p.m. HEART, Bennett Road, Headingley LS6 3HN 
This evening LCA member Bill Fitzsimons will be hosting the first half of the evening on the 
theme of “The Ups and Downs of Love.” Bill Fitzsimons is a Dublin-born Leeds based poet 
and a relative new-comer to the poetry scene, writing his first poems in his late 5o's. He is a 
founder member of Leeds-based Irish writer's group Lucht Focail (Word People) and has 
read at various venues in Leeds and elsewhere. He has also had work published in Aireings 
and Poetry Monthly; read on local radio and been published in three group anthologies – 
The Fifth Province, Triple Spiral and Views from the Lighthouse. He also has a pamphlet 
published by Half Moon Press, based in Otley. 
This will be followed by an open mic section in the second half of the evening on the same 
theme.  Entrance £3.50/£3.00 includes refreshments. 
. 
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Films June – July 2017 
 

Saturday 17th June 3.00 p.m.  OWLS and Hyde Park Picture House present as part of HMF. 

‘Heer Ranjha’ - A True Story (2009) at Hyde Park Picture House, Brudenell Road, LS6 1JD. 

Starring Harbhajan Mann, and Neeru Bajwa. Come and enjoy this classic Punjabi 

love story told through fantastic songs and music, in the rich surroundings 

of Leeds’s one and only 1914 cinema. Heer Ranjha is based on the famous, 

epic poem of Punjab which tells the story of Heer and Ranjha who fall in love 

but are forced apart by their families.  Often compared to ‘Romeo and Juliet’, this is a timeless 

musical love story and a great introduction to the world-wide phenomenon of Bollywood cinema if 

it’s your first visit. Entrance £3.00 (English subtitles).    

We are always open to suggestions for film visits, if you have any suggestions please e-mail Emma 

or Sibylle with your idea and we will send an e-mail out to members. 
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Theatre Visits and Events June - August 2017 
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Below is a list of theatre trips over the summer, there may be others that we will also advertise by e-
mail.   Please check with us before sending payment that there are still tickets available, and you can 
also do this by going on the Leeds Combined Arts web-site and checking under ‘Theatre Visits’.  If it 
says ‘book through LCA’ then is means tickets are still available for you to book through us. Please 
remember to make any cheques payable to ‘Leeds Combined Arts’ in full.  
 

Friday 2nd June 7.30 p.m. ‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
West Yorkshire Playhouse (QT) 
The Joad family are driven by desperation and by 
hope. Facing environmental and economic 
disaster, they join thousands of families to 
undertake an epic journey; travelling west on 
route 66 to the Promised Land, California, in 
search of work and a new life. 
Based on the classic novel by John Steinbeck this 
is a timely story of survival, equality and justice. 
This urgent new production speaks fiercely to 
the current moment. All tickets £10.50  
 

 

Tuesday 13 June 7.30 p.m. ‘Masala Queens’ West Yorkshire 
Playhouse (QT) 
Dazzling saris, grand Bollywood lip-sync dance numbers and 
queues of adoring fans – for Miss Meena this is all now a 
distant memory . The once famous and fabulous drag queen 
has lost his sparkle and like his nightclub is washed up and out 
of date.  A new arrival brings a glittery rainbow of hope but just 
as things are starting to look up for Miss Meena, a visitor from 
the past makes him question everything he ever stood for. All 
tickets £10.50 
 

 

 

 
Monday 26th June 7.30 p.m. ‘Mama Mia’, Leeds Grand 
Theatre, Leeds. 
Set on a Greek island paradise, a story of love, friendship and 
identity is cleverly told through the timeless songs of ABBA. 
Sophie’s quest to discover the father she’s never known brings 
her mother face to face with three men from her distant 
romantic past on the eve of a wedding they’ll never forget.  
This irresistibly funny show has been thrilling audiences all 
around the world and now the party comes to Leeds Grand 
Theatre for the first time, so there’s never been a better time 
to see this unforgettable musical.  All tickets £27.50 (Usual 
Price £55.00!). The seats are all towards the front stalls. 

 

 

  

Wednesday 12th July 7.30 p.m. ‘Dreamboats & Petticoats 
Leeds Grand Theatre.  Featuring some of the greatest songs 
of the Rock & Roll era. And classic tracks such as 
Let’s Dance, Shaking all over, Run around Sue, Let it be me, 
and many more hits from music’s golden era!.  All tickets in the 
mid-front stalls £17.00 (Usual price £28.00). 

             



 

If you would like to join us for any of these trips please send a cheque for the appropriate 
amount to: 

‘Leeds Combined Arts’ HEART Centre, Bennett Road, Headingley, Leeds LS6 3HN. 
Please ensure we receive all payments in good time and with the Playhouse productions 1 

week in advance. 

Theatre Visits and Events June - August 2017 contd. 

Thursday 29th June 7.45 p.m. ‘Ode to Leeds’ West Yorkshire Playhouse (CT)  
Five young poets from Leeds are selected to compete at the 
world’s most prestigious international poetry slam competition in 
New York City.  Fuelled by love, pride and passionate protest their 
words light fires to show the world who they are and what they 
can be. But the determination to be crowned International Slam 
Champions threatens to overwhelm everything. As the competition 
draws closer, the poets are forced to discover not just their voices, 
but what they must find the courage to say. 
Writer Zodwa Nyoni returns to West Yorkshire Playhouse following 
her debut play, Boi Boi is Dead, with this funny and moving coming of age story; a celebration of 
Leeds, language and an ode to the art that changed her own life as part of the acclaimed group 
Leeds Young Authors.  Directed by artistic director, James Brining, Ode to Leeds will feature a blend 
of music, words, heart and soul to provide a poignant and uplifting portrait of our city. All tickets 
£10.50. 

 
Friday 21 July 7.45 p.m. ‘Barber Shop Chronicles’ West 
Yorkshire Playhouse (Courtyard Theatre). 
For generations, African men have gathered in barber shops. 
They sometimes sit for haircuts, sometimes sit to listen, mostly 
they stand to talk. These barber shops are confession boxes, 
political platforms, preacher pulpits and football pitches...places 
to go for unofficial advice, from where to keep in touch with the 
world. 
 
Inua Ellams’ Barber Shop Chronicles is a generously funny, heart-warming and insightful new play 
set in five African cities, Johannesburg, Harare, Kampala, Lagos, Accra and also London.  Inspired in 
part by the story of a Leeds barber, the play invites the audience into a unique environment where 
the banter may be barbed, but the truth always telling. The barbers of these tales are sages, role 
models and father figures who keep the men together and the stories alive. All tickets £10.50 
(Please note this play is performed in the round). 
 
Wednesday 2nd August 7.00 p.m. ‘Jane Eyre’ Leeds Grand 
Theatre.  
Following a critically acclaimed season at the National Theatre, 
Jane Eyre will be coming to Leeds Grand Theatre in summer 2017.  
This innovative re-imagining of Charlotte Bronte’s masterpiece is a 
collaboration between the National Theatre and Bristol Old Vic 
and is directed by Sally Cookson.  The classic story of the 
trailblazing Jane is as inspiring as ever. This bold and dynamic 
production uncovers one woman’s fight for freedom and fulfilment on her own terms.  Jane Eyre’s 
spirited heroine faces life’s obstacles head-on, surviving poverty, injustice and the discovery of 
bitter betrayal before taking the ultimate decision to follow her heart.  All seats are in the front to 
mid stalls.  All tickets £16.50 (usual price £27.00).. 
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'Book Group' June – July 2017 

 
LCA Book Reading Group 

Book Group, 3.30 p.m. Meanwood Institute, Green Road, Meanwood LS6 4LD 
Our book reading group which has now moved to Meanwood Institute is currently 
continuing with ‘The Essex Serpent’ by Sarah Perry.  We will be commencing a new book in 
September and further details will be advertised in the Autumn Newsletter. 
 
‘An Afternoon of Tea & Tales’ 3.30 p.m. Monday 7th August Meanwood Institute LS6 4LD 
Join us again for another afternoon of Tea & Tales, where members and guests are invited 
to come along and enjoy afternoon tea whilst sharing a poem, short story or essay which 
can be either their own work or a favourite piece they would like to read. Entrance is £2.50 
guests and £2.00 LCA members. 
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Mind Body Spirit Workshops June – July 2017 
(All take place at The HEART Centre, Bennett Road, Headingley LS6 3HN) 
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Wednesday 28 June 7.30 p.m. ‘Multi-Dimensional Parasites’. HEART, Headingley. 
DVD on ‘Multidimensional Parasites, Politics and the Battle for Your Health. 
Talk by Darren Deojee.  Parasites trick a host into providing for them and the host can’t work out 
why its body, mind and emotions aren’t behaving as intended, or why their energy levels aren’t 
right.  In this talk, we look at the problem, but also the solution; simple nutritional aids to win the 
battle for your health and Personal Power. Recommended donations £2.50/£2.00 which will include 
light refreshments. 
 
Friday 14 July 7.30 p.m.  ‘Animal Communication’ with Sky Heartsong. Meanwood Institute. Green 
Road, Meanwood LS6 4LD.  
Tonight we have a very special evening and just for this month we are having a change of day and 

venue for our Mind, Body, and Spirit Evening.  Animal communicator Sky Heartsong will be in the 

area and we have booked her for a mind, body spirit evening on Friday 14th July.  Find out how Sky 

started communicating telepathically with animals 18+ years ago.  Learn how to communicate 

better with your animals & find out what can block communication.  Bring a picture of your animal 

and Sky will guide you in giving animal communicating a try!  Sky will share stories from her years of 

experience too. Entrance £4.00/£3.50 including refreshments and cake!.  Please note: there will be 

no animals present at this event.   

Workshops. 

We are still in the process of arranging the next set of workshops some of which have been kindly 

supported by Tesco Bags of Help.  We hope to start over the summer, and we’ll send an e-mail out 

to all members once we have the full details and programme together. 
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Music Events June- July 2017 
 
We’ve included a few of the events taking place in the ‘Headingley Music Festival’ including our 
own event on Wednesday 14th June at HEART. 
For a full programme of events go to www.headingleymusicfestival.org 
 
Thursday 8th June 7.45 p.m. HEART Cafe, Bennett Road, Headingley. 
‘Name That Tune’ - Music Quiz with Emma Sutton. 
Can you name the tune and artist before the clip ends? Come test your pop music knowledge and 
find out. Surprise twist at the end for a bonus prize!. £1.00 per answer sheet. Three prizes will be up 
for grabs!. 
 
Friday 9th June 7.45 p.m. ‘Lunar Calling, Meanwood Institute, Green Road, Meanwood LS6 4LD.  

Returning for the second year running will be folk duo ‘Lunar Calling’ with an evening of nourishing 

earthy tones and worldly rhythms, entwined in their original contemporary folkish tunes. Entrance 

£6.00/£5.00 LCA members and concessions. 

Wednesday 14th June 8.00 p.m. LCA Presents ‘Nightbird Trio’ Shire Oak Room, HEART, Headingley. 

The Nightbird Trio are a jazz trio, comprising piano, bass and drums from Leeds. With prominent 
and exciting players from the local music scene, they play everything from unique arrangements of 
classic jazz standards to more contemporary pieces, as well as their own original material.  Entrance 
£6.00/£5.00 and concessions & LCA members. 
 

Thursday 15th June, 11:15 am - 12:15 pm: Absolute Beginner Ukulele, HEART Headingley. 
Suitable for adults and children, this is a fun introduction to the ukulele where people learn how to 
tune and hold the ukulele, name its parts, make chord shapes and sing a selection of simple popular 
and traditional tunes. Ukuleles and song sheets provided, no musical experience needed, just a 
willingness to have fun. £3.00. To book your place contact the office on 0113  3697077. Or e-mail 
infoowls@gmail.com 
 
Friday 16th June 8.00 p.m. ‘Kate Ryrie & Skinner & T’witch’, New Headingley Club. 
Kate Ryrie. 
Kate Ryrie is a Leeds-based singer-songwriter, originally from Leicestershire. She recently recorded 
her debut EP, 'Thinking Tree', and plays regularly around Leeds, with an acoustic, folk-inspired 
sound based on strong words and good melodies.. 
Skinner and T’witch – folk, flamenco and theatre-style songs 
Skinner and T’witch combine many influences: British folk, flamenco, musicals, classical and ‘world’ 
music, woven into their own original material.  They have performed all over the UK, from 
Edinburgh to Hastings, North Wales to Norfolk, including online and on the radio. This year (2017) 
they are performing at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, in New York and at the Great British Folk 
Festival.  Their new album ‘The Fool’s Journey’ was launched in April 2017.  Entrance £7.00/£6.00 
concessions & LCA Members.  
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Don’t forget to follow us for updates and news! 
 
 

http://www.headingleymusicfestival.org/
mailto:infoowls@gmail.com



